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CHILDREN/YOUTH EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS 
 
Pennsylvania's Education for Children and Youth Experiencing Homelessness Program 
was established to make sure homeless youth have access to a free and appropriate 
public education while removing barriers that homeless chi ldren face. Its goal is to have 

the educational process continue as uninterrupted as possible while the children are in 
homeless situations. 

 

Defining Homelessness 
Section 725(2) of theMcKinney-Vento Act defines “homelessness chi ldren and youth” 
as any individual who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime 

residence.  Furthermore, this includes: 
• Children and youth who are: 

o  sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic 

hardship, or a similar reason (sometimes referred to as “doubled-up”); 

o  living in motels, hotels, trai ler parks, or camping grounds due to lack of 
alternative adequate accommodations; 

o  living in emergency or transitional shelters; or 

o  abandoned in hospitals; 
• Children and youth who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or 

private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping 
accommodation for human beings; 

• Children and youth who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned 
buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings; and 

• Migratory children who qualify as homeless because they are living in 

circumstances described above. 
• Unaccompanied homeless youth including any child who is not in the physical 

custody of a parent or guardian. This includes youth who have run away from 
home, been thrown out of their home, been abandoned by parents or guardians, 
or separated from their parents for any other reason. 

 
PROVISIONS OF THE ACT: 

 
School Placement Process 
Students who are experiencing homelessness and unaccompanied youth have the right 

to attend either their original school or the school in the area in which they currently 
reside for the duration of their homelessness, or until the end of the school year if the 

family finds permanent housing. A school district must provide you with a written 
explanation of its position and inform you of your right to appeal the decision if they 
believe attending the school of origin is not in the best interest of your child. 

 

Enrollment of Students 
Schools are to immediately enroll students experiencing homelessness and 

unaccompanied youth, even if they are unable to produce records normally required for 
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enrollment, such as previous academic records, medical records, proof of residency, 
and any other required documentation. 

 
Transportation 

In the case where the educating district is different from the district where the student is 
temporarily residing, students shall receive transportation to and from the school of 
origin if necessary. 

 
Food Services 

Immediately upon enrollment, students who are experiencing homelessness and 
unaccompanied youth are entitled to receive a daily, free school lunch. 

 

Title I 
Students who are experiencing homelessness and unaccompanied youth are entitled to 

Title I educational services. Title I services include academic assistance for students 
within the classroom. All students in grades kindergarten through fifth grade are 
screened three times per year to determine academic programming needs. 

 

Dispute Resolution Process 

If a dispute arises over school selection or enrollment for a student eligible under the 
McKinney-Vento Act: 

 

The child or youth shall be immediately enrolled into the school in which enrollment is 
sought, pending resolution of the dispute. Titusville Area School District will provide its 

share of the transportation to the school selected for the duration of the dispute 
resolution process. 

 

If the Titusville Area School District disputes the identification of an individual, the 
student and parent/guardian will be contacted in writing to communicate their concerns. 

The Homeless Liaison will maintain communication until the dispute is resolved. 
 

If dissatisfied with the school’s decision, the parent, guardian, or youth may appeal the 

decision to the state level. Contact information will be provided by the Homeless 
Liaison to do so. 

 

Contacts include: 
 
Amy Herman, Titusville Area School District Homeless Liaison  

814-827-2715 ext. 3421 

aherman@gorockets.org 
 

Wendy Kinnear, PA Regional Coordinator 
724-458-6700 
wendy.kinnear@miu4.org 

 

Pennsylvania Department of Education 
www.education.pa.gov/homeless 

mailto:aherman@gorockets.org
mailto:wendy.kinnear@miu4.org
http://www.education.pa.gov/homeless
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Homeless Designation Process 
 
 

New Registrants: 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Current Students: 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Information from 

registration 
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identifies that 
family living 
conditions 

indicate homeless 
status 

Registrar notifies 
Homeless Liaison 

•Homeless liaison 
determines if the 
family  meets criteria 
for homeless status 

•Contacts MIU4 
Homeless Liaison 
if there are 
questions 

•Administrative 
Assistant documents 
students in ECY EH 
Sy stem 

Homeless Liaison 
contacts: 

•Parent 

•Students' building 
principal(s) 

•Cafeteria manager  

•Transportation 
company 

•PIMS Administrative 
Assistant to change 
students' status in 
sy stem 

 
 

TASD staff 
becomes aware of 

a student with 
living conditions 
that may indicate 
Homeless status 

TASD staff 
notifies Homeless 
Liaison 
•Homeless Liaison 
determines if the 
family meets criteria 
for homeless status 
•Contacts MIU4 
Homeless Liaison 
if amy questions 

•Admin Assistant 
documents students 
in ECYEH System 

Homeless Liaison 
contacts: 

•Parent 
•Students' building 
principal(s) 

•Cafeteria manager 
•Transportation 
company 

•PIMS Administrative 
Assistant to change 
students' status in 
system 
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TASD School Board Policy #251:  Homeless Students 
 
 
Book:  Policy Manual 
Section:  200 Students 
Title:  Students Experiencing Homelessness, Foster Care and Other Educational Instability 
Code:  251 
Status:  Active 
Adopted:  March 8, 2004 
Last Revised:  October 16, 2023 
Prior Revised Dates:  April 17, 2023 
 

 

 
Purpose 

  

The Board recognizes the challenges encountered by students experiencing 

homelessness, foster care and other educational instability. The Board is committed to 
facilitating the immediate enrollment; eliminating barriers to the attendance, 
education and graduation; and providing additional supports in compliance with 

federal and state laws, regulations and Board policy, for such 
students.[1][2][3][4][5][6][7][8] 
  

Authority 

  

The Board directs the district to collaborate with school staff, other school districts, 

local agencies and other entities in supporting the needs of students experiencing 
educational instability. 
  

The Board shall ensure that students experiencing educational instability have equal 
access to the same educational programs, activities and services provided to other 

district students.[1][2][3][4][5][6][7] 

  

The Board authorizes the Superintendent to waive specific requirements in Board 
policies, procedures and administrative regulations to the extent that they create 

barriers for the enrollment and attendance of students experiencing educational 
instability. Such waivers include, but are not limited to, requirements 

regarding:[1][2][3][4][5][6][7] 
  

1. Dress code.[9] 

  

2. Transportation.[10] 

  

3. School-sponsored or extracurricular activities for which students meet 

placement and qualification requirements, including, but not limited to, clubs, 

athletics, performing arts, class trips, social events, career and technical 

education, internships and specialized classes.[11][12][13][14][15][16][17]     
  

4. Fees related to school-sponsored or extracurricular activity participation fees, 

and other fees including, but not limited to, school identification (badges, 

cards, etc.), uniforms, materials, lost or damaged items, athletic physical 
exams, parking or driving, food services, library, locker or padlock rental or 

replacement, summer school or credit recovery, technology and graduation 

http://pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pacode?file=/secure/pacode/data/022/chapter11/s11.18.html&d=reduce
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13&sctn=5&subsctn=0
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13&sctn=6&subsctn=0
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13&sctn=31&subsctn=1
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/20/6311
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/20/6312
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/chapter-119/subchapter-VI/part-B
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/675
http://pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pacode?file=/secure/pacode/data/022/chapter11/s11.18.html&d=reduce
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13&sctn=5&subsctn=0
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13&sctn=6&subsctn=0
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13&sctn=31&subsctn=1
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/20/6311
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/20/6312
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/chapter-119/subchapter-VI/part-B
http://pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pacode?file=/secure/pacode/data/022/chapter11/s11.18.html&d=reduce
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13&sctn=5&subsctn=0
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13&sctn=6&subsctn=0
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13&sctn=31&subsctn=1
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/20/6311
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/20/6312
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/chapter-119/subchapter-VI/part-B
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regalia.[9][13][14][15][18][19][20][21][22] 

  

5. Graduation.[19] 

  

6. Registration deadlines. 
  

It is the policy of the Board that no student shall be discriminated against, segregated 
or stigmatized based on their status as a student experiencing educational instability. 
  

Definitions 

  

Student Experiencing Educational Instability means a student who has experienced one 
(1) or more changes in school enrollment during a single school year due to any of 

the following:[4] 
  

1. Homelessness.[1][3][7] 

  

2. An adjudication of:[23][24] 
  

a. Dependency relating to child protective services and juvenile matters; 

  

b. Delinquency, if disclosed by the student’s parent/guardian; or 

  

c. As part of court-ordered services under a voluntary placement or 

custody agreement. 

  

A student experiencing foster care may also qualify as a student experiencing 

educational instability as defined above, if such circumstances apply.[25] 
  

Enroll or Enrollment means attending classes and participating fully in school 
activities.[26] 
  

Additional costs means the difference between what the district spends to transport a 

resident student to the student’s assigned school and the cost to transport a child in 
foster care to the child’s school of origin. 
  

Foster care means twenty-four (24) hour substitute care for children placed away from 
their parents or guardians and for whom the child welfare agency has placement and 

care responsibility. This includes, but is not limited to, placements in foster family 
homes, foster homes of relatives, group homes, emergency shelters, residential 

facilities, child care institutions and pre-adoptive homes. A child is in foster care in 
accordance with this definition regardless of whether the foster care facility is licensed 

and payments are made by the state, tribal or local agency for the care of the child, 
whether adoption subsidy payments are being made prior to the finalization of an 

adoption or whether there is federal matching of any payments that are made.[25] 

  

Homeless children and youths means individuals who lack a fixed, regular and adequate 
nighttime residence, and includes:[26] 
  

1. Children and youths who are: 

  

a. Sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic 
hardship or a similar reason; 

  

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13&sctn=31&subsctn=1
http://pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pacode?file=/secure/pacode/data/022/chapter11/s11.18.html&d=reduce
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13&sctn=6&subsctn=0
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/chapter-119/subchapter-VI/part-B
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=23&div=0&chpt=63
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=42&div=0&chpt=63
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/45/1355.20
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/11434a
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/45/1355.20
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/11434a


13  

b. Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks or camping grounds due to lack of 
alternative adequate accommodations; 

  

c. Living in emergency, transitional or domestic violence shelters; or 

  

d. Abandoned in hospitals; 

  

2. Children and youths who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or 

private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping 
accommodation for human beings; 

  

3. Children and youths who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned 
buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations or similar settings; 

  

4. Migratory children who qualify as homeless because they are living in 

circumstances described above; and 

  

5. School-aged parents living in houses for school-aged parents if they have no 
other available living accommodations. 

  

School of origin is the school in which the student experiencing educational instability 
was last enrolled. 

  

• The school of origin for a homeless child or youth - the last school in which the 

homeless child or youth was enrolled when permanently housed or the school 
in which the homeless child or youth was last enrolled, including preschool.[27] 

  

• The school of origin for a child in foster care - the school in which a child is 

enrolled at the time of placement in foster care. If a child’s foster care 
placement changes, the school of origin is the school the child is attending 
immediately prior to each change in placement.[8] 

  

• When the homeless child or youth, or child in foster care, completes the final 

grade level served by the school of origin, the school of origin shall become the 
designated receiving school at the next grade level for all feeder schools. 

  

Unaccompanied youth means a homeless child or youth not in the physical custody of a 

parent or guardian. This includes youth who have run away from home; been 
abandoned or forced out of home by a parent, guardian or other caretaker; or 

separated from a parent or guardian for any other reason.[26] 
  

Delegation of Responsibility 

  

The Board designates the Director of Student Services to serve as the district's point 

of contact for students experiencing educational instability.[4][5][27] 
  

The name and contact information of the district’s point of contact shall be included in 
the student’s education records and provided to the student’s education decision 

maker.[4] 

  

The district's point of contact shall ensure outreach and coordination with the 
following, as appropriate to each individual student's needs:[4][5][27] 
  

1. Local children and youth agency to: 
  

http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/11432
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/675
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/11434a
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13&sctn=31&subsctn=1
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/20/6311
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/11432
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13&sctn=31&subsctn=1
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13&sctn=31&subsctn=1
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/20/6311
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/11432
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a. Establish formal mechanisms to ensure that the district is promptly 
notified when a child enters foster care or changes foster care 

placements; 

  

b. Develop a protocol on how to make best interest determinations; and 

  

c. Develop and coordinate transportation procedures. 
  

2. Other local service agencies and entities that provide services to students 
experiencing educational instability. 
  

3. Other school districts on issues of prompt identification, transfer of records, 
transportation and other inter-district activities.  

  

4. District staff responsible for the provision of services under Section 504 of the 

Rehabilitation Act and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.[11][28] 

  

5. State and local housing agencies responsible for comprehensive housing 
affordability strategies. 

  

The district’s point of contact, in consultation with the school counselor or school 
psychologist and the student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP) team or 

Section 504 Team, shall:[4] 
  

1. Facilitate the student’s expedited consultation with the school counselor or 
other mental health professionals, as appropriate. 

  

2. Facilitate the prompt placement of the student in appropriate courses. 
  

3. Connect the student with educational services that meet the student’s specific 
needs. 
  

4. Immediately request the prior school entity, county agency and the student’s 

education decision maker to provide the complete student information and 
records, including an IEP or Section 504 service agreement, if applicable. 

Within ten (10) business days, the prior school entity located within 
Pennsylvania, including schools with residential placements, shall provide the 

requested information and records to ensure proper transfer of course credits, 
grades and an IEP or Section 504 service agreement, if applicable. 
  

5. Develop and execute a graduation plan in collaboration with the student in 
grades nine (9) through twelve (12). The graduation plan shall be customized 

to meet the specific needs of the student and shall detail the courses necessary 
for on-time graduation and transition to postsecondary education or the 

workforce. The graduation plan shall be included in the student’s education 
records. 

  

Additional Responsibilities to Support Homeless Students - 
  

The district's point of contact shall ensure that public notice of the educational rights 

of homeless children and youths is disseminated in locations frequented by 
parents/guardians of homeless children and youths, and unaccompanied youths, 

including schools, shelters, public libraries and soup kitchens. Such notice shall be 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13&sctn=31&subsctn=1
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provided in a manner and form understandable to the parents/guardians of homeless 
children and youths, and unaccompanied youths.[27] 
  

The district's point of contact shall provide reliable, valid and comprehensive data to 

the Coordinator of Pennsylvania's Education for Children and Youth Experiencing 
Homelessness (ECYEH) Program in accordance with federal and state laws and 

regulations.[27] 

  

Training 

  

The district’s point of contact shall provide professional development and training to 

school staff on the education needs of students experiencing educational instability. 
  

Additional Training to Support Homeless Students - 
  

The district's point of contact shall participate in professional development programs 
and other technical assistance activities offered by the Coordinator of Pennsylvania's 

Education for Children and Youth Experiencing Homelessness Program.[27] 
  

The district's point of contact shall arrange professional development programs for 

school staff, including office staff.[27] 
  

School personnel providing services to homeless children and youths, including school 
enrollment staff, shall receive professional development and support to:[27] 

  

1. Improve identification of homeless children and youths and unaccompanied 

youths; 

  

2. Understand the rights of such children, including requirements for immediate 
enrollment and transportation; and 

  

3. Heighten the awareness of, and capacity to respond to, the educational needs 
of such children. 

  

Guidelines 

  

Students enrolled in this district experiencing educational instability shall be provided 

support and services, as appropriate to each individual student’s needs, in accordance 
with Board policy.[4] 
  

Minimal documentation shall be required for a student experiencing educational 

instability to qualify for supports and services. Information used to determine that a 

student is experiencing educational instability may be confirmed verbally, in writing or 
by another manner by shelter providers, outreach workers, case managers, juvenile 

probation officers and others. 
  

Parents/Guardians and students have the authority to determine what information 
shall be shared with the district. 

  

Information related to the student’s educational instability status shall be confidential 
and disclosed by the point of contact or other administrators only to other school staff 

who have a legitimate need to know unless authorized by the student or 
parent/guardian.[29][30] 

  

Enrollment 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/11432
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/11432
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/11432
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/11432
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/11432
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13&sctn=31&subsctn=1
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Except when an unaccompanied youth or the parents/guardians of a homeless youth 

request otherwise, it shall be presumed that a student experiencing educational 
instability shall continue to be enrolled in their school of origin unless it is determined 

that it is not in the student’s best interest to remain in the school of origin.[5][27] 
  

In accordance with the homeless child or youth's best interest, the district shall 
continue to enroll a homeless student in the student's school of origin within the 

district while the student remains homeless and through the end of the academic year 
in which the student obtains permanent housing.[27] 
  

An unaccompanied youth or the parents/guardians of a homeless student may 
request enrollment in any grade-appropriate school within the district regardless of 

the district attendance area where the student is actually living or a school of origin in 
another district.[27] 

  

The district's point of contact shall assist an unaccompanied youth in placement or 

enrollment decisions, giving priority to the views of the student in determining where 
the student will be enrolled.[27] 

  

Best Interest Determination - 

  

The best interest determination shall be made in accordance with federal and state 

laws and regulations, court orders and established local procedures. 
  

In making a best interest determination, the district shall:[5][27] 

  

1. In the case of a homeless child or unaccompanied youth, give priority to the 

request of the parent/guardian or unaccompanied youth. 
  

2. Consider student-centered factors related to impact of mobility on 

achievement, education, appropriateness of the current educational setting, 
health and safety, and proximity to living arrangements including foster care 

placement. 
  

The cost of transportation shall not be used as a factor in the best interest 
determination. 

  

Documentation related to the best interest determination shall be maintained in the 

student’s education record.[29][30] 

  

Timeliness of Enrollment - 
  

When a school receives a student experiencing educational instability, the school shall 

immediately enroll the student and begin instruction, even 
if:[4][5][7][29][30][31][32][33][34][35] 

  

1. The student is unable to produce records normally required for 

enrollment.[27][31] 

  

2. The application or enrollment deadline has passed.[27][31][32] 

  

The district's point of contact shall immediately contact the school last attended by 

the student to obtain relevant academic or other records.[27] 
  

http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/20/6311
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/11432
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/11432
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/11432
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/11432
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/20/6311
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/11432
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13&sctn=31&subsctn=1
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/20/6311
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/chapter-119/subchapter-VI/part-B
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/11432
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/11432
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/11432
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The district may require a parent/guardian to submit contact information. 
  

Grade Level Assignment - 
  

If the district is unable to determine the student's grade level due to missing or 
incomplete records, the district may administer tests or utilize appropriate means to 

determine the student's assignment within the school.[36] 

  

Dispute Resolution 

  

If a dispute involving a student experiencing educational instability arises, the concern 

shall be addressed and/or resolved at the lowest appropriate level in accordance with 
Board policy, unless otherwise stated below.[37] 

  

Dispute Resolution for Homeless Students - 
  

If the district determines that it is not in the student’s best interest to attend the 

school of origin or the school requested by the unaccompanied youth or 
parent/guardian, the district shall provide the unaccompanied youth or 
parent/guardian with a written explanation of the reasons for its determination. The 

explanation shall be in a manner and form understandable to the unaccompanied 
youth or parent/guardian and shall include information regarding the right to 

appeal.[27] 
  

If a dispute arises over eligibility, enrollment or school selection:[27] 
  

1. The parent/guardian or unaccompanied youth shall be referred to the district's 
point of contact, who shall assist in the dispute resolution process. 
  

2. The student shall be immediately enrolled in the school in which enrollment is 
sought, pending final resolution of the dispute, including all available appeals. 

  

3. The district's point of contact shall issue a written decision of the dispute within 

twenty (20) business days of being notified of the dispute. 
  

A parent/guardian or unaccompanied youth may file a complaint with the Coordinator 
of Pennsylvania's Education for Children and Youth Experiencing Homelessness 

Program. 
  

Dispute Resolution for Students in Foster Care - 
  

If a dispute arises over the appropriate school placement for a child in foster care, to 

the extent feasible and appropriate, the child shall remain in their school of origin, 
pending resolution of the dispute.[2] 

  

Students Discharged From Foster Care 

  

A student who has been discharged from foster care may be permitted to finish 
the semester in this district, if appropriate, without payment of tuition.[38] 

  

Education Records 

  

Information about a student's educational instability shall be treated as a student 

education record subject to the protections of the Family Educational Rights and 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/11432
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/11432
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13&sctn=5&subsctn=0
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Privacy Act (FERPA), and shall not be deemed to be directory 
information.[29][30][39] 
  

The district may disclose personally identifiable information from the education 

records of a student without written consent of the parent/guardian or the eligible 
student if the disclosure is:[29][30][39] 

  

1. To comply with a court order authorizing the disclosure of education records in 

a case where a parent is a party to a proceeding involving child abuse or 
neglect or a dependency matter. 
  

2. To an agency caseworker or other representative of a state or local child 
welfare agency, or tribal organization, who has the right to access a student’s 

case plan, as defined and determined by the state or tribal organization, when 
such agency or organization is legally responsible, in accordance with state or 

tribal law, for the care and protection of the student, provided that the 
education records, or the personally identifiable information contained in such 

records, of the student will not be disclosed by such agency or organization, 
except to an individual or entity engaged in addressing the student’s education 

needs and authorized by such agency or organization to receive such disclosure 
and such disclosure is consistent with the state or tribal laws applicable to 

protecting the confidentiality of a student’s education records. 
  

Comparable Services 

  

Students experiencing educational instability shall be provided services comparable to 

those offered to other district students including, but not limited to:[3][27][40] 
  

1. Transportation services.[10] 

  

2. School nutrition programs.[21] 

  

3. Career and technical education.[12] 

  

4. Educational programs for which the student meets the eligibility criteria, such 

as: 
  

a. Services provided under Title I or similar state or local programs. 
  

b. Programs for English Learners.[41] 

  

c. Programs for students with disabilities.[11] 

  

d. Programs for gifted and talented students.[16] 

  

5. Preschool programs. 

  

Transportation for Homeless Students - 
  

The district shall provide transportation for homeless students to their school of origin 

or the school they choose to attend within the district.[3][10][27] 

  

If the school of origin is outside district boundaries or homeless students live in 

another district but will attend their school of origin in this district, the school districts 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/20/1232g
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/20/1232g
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13&sctn=6&subsctn=0
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/11432
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13&sctn=6&subsctn=0
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/11432
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shall agree upon a method to apportion the responsibility and costs of the 
transportation.[27] 
  

Transportation for Students in Foster Care – 

  

The district shall ensure that children in foster care needing transportation to their 

school of origin promptly receive transportation in a cost-effective manner.[6][10] 
  

To ensure that transportation for children in foster care to their school of origin is 

provided, arranged, and funded, the district shall collaborate with the local children 
and youth agency to develop a local transportation plan.[6] 

  

The transportation plan shall address the following:[6] 

  

1. The procedure the district and local children and youth agency will follow to 

provide transportation for children in foster care in a cost-effective manner and 
in accordance with applicable law.[8] 

  

2. How transportation costs will be covered if additional costs are incurred. 

Options include: 

  

a. The local children and youth agency agrees to reimburse the district; 

  

b. The district agrees to pay for the cost;[6] 

  

c. The district and the local children and youth agency agree to share the 

costs; or 

  

d. The district of origin, the district of foster residence, and the placing 

children and youth agency agree to share the costs.  
  

3. Dispute resolution procedures to ensure that any disagreements regarding the 
cost of transportation are resolved promptly and fairly, and do not impact a 

student’s ability to remain in the school of origin during the dispute resolution 
process. 

  

The district shall submit the local transportation plan, including any updates or 

revisions, to the Pennsylvania Department of Education. 

  

Transportation shall be provided to children in foster care in accordance with the local 

transportation plan regardless of whether transportation is provided to district 
students. 
  

Course Credit and Graduation 

  

The district shall ensure that each student experiencing educational instability in 

grades nine (9) through twelve (12) is provided with a graduation plan to facilitate 
the student’s timely graduation. The graduation plan shall specify the courses and 

other requirements necessary for the student to graduate. The district’s efforts to 

ensure that the student experiencing educational instability graduates in a timely 

manner may include:[4][5][6] 
  

1. Waiving a specific course required for graduation if similar coursework has 

been satisfactorily completed in another school entity or the student has 
demonstrated competency in that content area. Evidence as to whether 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/11432
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/20/6312
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/20/6312
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/20/6312
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/675
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/20/6312
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13&sctn=31&subsctn=1
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/20/6311
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/20/6312
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coursework has been satisfactorily completed and the amount of full or partial 
credit assigned, may be determined through any of the following:[4][19] 
  

a. Competency demonstration, which could include, but is not limited to: 

  

i. Submission of an essay, presentation or project. 

  

ii. Recognition that the student has already successfully completed a 

higher-level course, an experiential learning opportunity or 
internship that demonstrates competence in the content area. 
  

b. Performance on an examination. 
  

c. Successful completion of a career and technical education course. 
  

d. Other evidence or method determined appropriate by the district. 

  

2. If a specific course requirement cannot be waived, the district shall provide an 

alternative or modified course of study that is currently offered to students and 

that will assist the student with acquiring the required work or competency 

requirements by the anticipated graduation date. 
  

3. If, after considering full and partial course credits, waiving courses or providing 
alternative courses of study, the district determines that the student meets the 

established graduation requirements, the student shall be allowed to 
participate in the graduation ceremony and graduate with their peers. 

 
If the student is determined not eligible for graduation, the district may request 

a high school diploma from the prior school entity. The prior school entity may 
issue a diploma if the student meets the prior school entity’s graduation 

requirements. 

  

Keystone Diploma – 

  

In any school year for which demonstration of proficiency on a Keystone exam is 

required for graduation, a student who has successfully satisfied the graduation 
requirements may obtain a secondary school diploma known as the Keystone Diploma 

from the PA Department of Education, if both of the following provisions apply:[4][42] 
  

1. All other graduation options have been exhausted. 

  

2. The student is unable to obtain a diploma from the student’s prior or receiving 

school entity. 
  

The district’s point of contact shall assist the student in determining the student’s 
eligibility for a Keystone Diploma and, if eligible, obtaining the Keystone Diploma from 

the PA Department of Education.[4][42] 
  

Students with Disabilities – 

  

Students experiencing educational instability who have an IEP shall maintain the right 
to special education and the right to graduate either through attainment of credits or 
through the completion of the goals established in their IEP, in accordance with 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13&sctn=31&subsctn=1
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13&sctn=31&subsctn=1
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=1&sctn=21&subsctn=0
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13&sctn=31&subsctn=1
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=1&sctn=21&subsctn=0
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applicable law, regulations, Board policy, administrative regulations and state 
guidance.[11][19] 

 

 
Legal 
1. 22 PA Code 11.18 
2. 24 P.S. 1305 
3. 24 P.S. 1306 
4. 24 P.S. 1331.1 
5. 20 U.S.C. 6311 
6. 20 U.S.C. 6312 
7. 42 U.S.C. 11431 et seq 
8. 42 U.S.C. 675 
9. Pol. 221 
10. Pol. 810 
11. Pol. 113 
12. Pol. 115 
13. Pol. 121 
14. Pol. 122 
15. Pol. 123 
16. Pol. 114 
17. Pol. 231 
18. Pol. 124 
19. Pol. 217 
20. Pol. 223 
21. Pol. 808 
22. Pol. 110 
23. 23 Pa. C.S.A. 6301 et seq 
24. 42 Pa. C.S.A. 6301 et seq 
25. 45 CFR 1355.20 
26. 42 U.S.C. 11434a 
27. 42 U.S.C. 11432 
28. Pol. 103.1 
29. Pol. 113.4 
30. Pol. 216 
31. Pol. 200 
32. Pol. 201 
33. Pol. 203 
34. Pol. 204 
35. Pol. 209 
36. Pol. 206 
37. Pol. 906 
38. Pol. 202 
39. 20 U.S.C. 1232g 
40. Pol. 146 
41. Pol. 138 
42. 24 P.S. 121 
22 PA Code 403.1 
20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq 
34 CFR Part 99 
67 Fed. Reg. 10698 
PA Education for Homeless Children and Youth State Plan 
Basic Education Circular, August 1, 2022: Act 1 of 2022 - Assisting Students Experiencing Education Instability 
Ensuring Educational Stability for Foster Care Youth - Transportation Plan Guide 
Pol. 908.1 

§ 

http://pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pacode?file=/secure/pacode/data/022/chapter11/s11.18.html&d=reduce
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13&sctn=5&subsctn=0
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13&sctn=6&subsctn=0
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13&sctn=31&subsctn=1
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/20/6311
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/20/6312
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/chapter-119/subchapter-VI/part-B
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/675
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=23&div=0&chpt=63
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=42&div=0&chpt=63
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/45/1355.20
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/11434a
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/11432
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/20/1232g
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=1&sctn=21&subsctn=0
http://pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pacode?file=/secure/pacode/data/022/chapter403/s403.1.html&d=reduce
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/20/chapter-70/subchapter-I
http://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/34/part-99
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2002/03/08/02-5737/mckinney-vento-education-for-homeless-children-and-youths-program
https://www.education.pa.gov/Policy-Funding/BECS/Purdons/Pages/Act1of2022AssistingStudentsExperiencingEducationInstability--.aspx
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Education for Homeless Youth Basic Education Circular (BEC) 

 

Education for Homeless Youth 
42 U.S.C. § 11431 et seq. 

Date of Issue: February 3, 2010 

Date of Review: December 10, 2016, August 19, 2015, September 1, 2011 

 

 

Purpose 

In 1987, Congress passed the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act, 
(subsequently renamed the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act) to aid homeless 
persons. The Act defines the term "homeless children and youths" as individuals who 
lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence. On December 10, 2015, the 
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) was enacted, amending McKinney -Vento. 

 

 

Procedures 

This Basic Education Circular (BEC) explains the categories of children who are 
"homeless" and entitled to the protections of the federal law. These categories include: 

 
i. children and youths who are sharing the housing of other persons due to 

loss of housing, economic hardship or a similar reason; are living in 
motels, hotels, trailer parks or camping grounds due to the lack of 
alternative adequate accommodations; are living in emergency or 
transitional shelters; are abandoned in hospitals; 

 
ii. children and youths who have a primary nighttime residence that is a 

public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular 
sleeping accommodation for human beings; 

 
iii. children and youths who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, 

abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or 
similar settings; 

 
iv. “migratory children” who qualify as homeless under federal law because 

the children are living in circumstances described in clauses (i) through 
(iii) above. The term "migratory children" means children who are (or 
whose parent(s) or spouse(s) are) migratory agricultural workers, 
including migratory dairy workers or migratory fishermen, and who have 
moved from one school district to another in the preceding 36 months, in 
order to obtain (or accompany such parents or spouses in order to obtain) 



23  

temporary or seasonal employment in agricultural or fishing work; and, 
 

v. "Unaccompanied homeless youth" including any child who is "not in the 
physical custody of a parent or guardian." This includes youth who have 
run away from home, been thrown out of their home, been abandoned by 
parents or guardians, or separated from their parents for any other reason. 

 
Communication and collaboration among education and child welfare 
professionals is critical to support school stability and continuity for 
children in out-of-home care. The law requires child welfare and local 
education agencies to work together to promote school stability and 
continuity including trying to ensure children remain in the school in 
which they were enrolled at the time of placement when it is in their best 
interest. Best practice would suggest that decisions be made 
collaboratively between school personnel, child welfare agencies and any 
other individual involved in the child’s case including the child, resource 
parent, child advocate and attorney. It is imperative that caseworkers and 
school district administration and staff work together to help ensure the 
educational progress of all students. 

 
Under the Pennsylvania Education for Homeless Children and Youth State Plan, 
homeless children are defined as “children living with a parent in a domestic violence 
shelter; runaway children and children, and youth who have been abandoned or forced 
out of their home by parents or other caretakers; and school-aged parents living in 
houses for school-aged parents if they have no other available living accommodations.”  

 
The McKinney-Vento Act states that it is the policy of Congress that state educational 
agencies shall ensure that each child of a homeless individual and each homeless youth 
has equal access to the same free, appropriate public education, including a public 
preschool education, as provided to other children and youths 42 U.S.C. § 11431. 
Specifically, 42 U.S.C. § 11432(g) (3) (A) indicates that the local educational agency 
(LEA) shall, according to the child’s best interest: In accordance with Section 722 (g) (3)  
(B) (ii), the local educational agency: 

 
I.  must presume that keeping a homeless child or youth in the school of 

origin is in the child’s or youth’s best interest unless doing so is contrary  to 
the request of the child’s or youth’s parent or guardian, or (in the case of 
an unaccompanied youth) the youth; 

 
II.  must consider student-centered factors related to a child’s or youth’s best 

interest, giving priority to the request of the child’s or youth’s parent or 
guardian, or (in the case of an unaccompanied youth) the youth; or 

 
III.  if the LEA determines that it is not in a child’s or youth’s best interest to 

attend the school of origin, or the school requested by the parent, 
guardian, or unaccompanied youth, it must provide a written explanation 
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of the reasons for its determination, in a manner and form that is 
understandable. 

 
According to the McKinney-Vento Act the term "school of origin" means the school the 
child or youth attended when permanently housed, or the school in which the child or 
youth was last enrolled. 42 U.S.C. § 11432(g) (3) (G). 

 

Homeless Students Residing in Shelters, 

Facilities or Institutions 

Section 1306 of the Pennsylvania Public School Code (24 P.S. §13-1306) deals with the 
public school admission of nonresident students living in shelters, facilities or 
institutions. Implementing regulations for Section 1306 are found in Section 11.18 of the 
State Board of Education regulations. 22 Pa. Code § 11.18 (a) addresses the public school 
admission of nonresident children who live in an institution, shelter or custodial care 
facility: 

 
a.  The board of school directors of a school district in which there is located 

a licensed shelter, group home, maternity home, residence, facility, 
orphanage or other institution for the care or training of children or 
adolescents, shall admit to the district’s public schools school age children 
who are living at or assigned to the facility or institution and who are 
residents of the district or another school district in this Commonwealth. 

 
22 Pa. Code § 11.18, as it applies to homeless children and youth, includes within the 
definition of "licensed shelter" those facilities which provide temporary shelter for a 
specified, limited period of time. Therefore, children in temporary shelters and children 
who "lack a fixed, regular, adequate night time residence" – homeless children – are 
entitled to free school privileges from either the school district in which their person or 
the shelter is located or the school district of origin. 

 

Homeless Students Not Residing in a Shelter, 

Facility or Institution 

Homeless students may reside in hotels, motels, cars, tents or temporarily doubled-up 
with a resident family because of lack of housing. In determining residence and in the 
case of homeless children, equating "residence" and "domicile" (home) does not apply. 
They are presently unable to establish "homes" on a permanent basis. Homeless families 
are not required to prove residency regarding school enrollment. These students should 
be enrolled without delay, in the district where they are presently residing or continue 
their education in the district of prior attendance. 

 
Children experiencing homelessness are often highly mobile and may not stay in the 
same school district each night or each week. This is particularly true regarding children 
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who stay overnight in vehicles, those who stay with different family members or friends, 
or those who receive services from agencies, organizations or networks which facilitate 
overnight accommodations in multiple school districts. These children should not be 
forced to change school districts every time their overnight accommodations change. 
Rather, these children are entitled to attend school in any school district where a parent, 
guardian, an adult caring for them or where an unaccompanied child: 

 
• Spends the greatest percentage of his or her time; or 
• Has a substantial connection such as where he or she is 

• regularly receiving day shelter or other services involving any of the 16 
McKinney-Vento Activities (42 U.S.C. 11433(d)) for individuals who are 
homeless; 

• conducting daily living activities; or 
• staying overnight on a recurring basis. 

 
This policy helps maintain continuity and school stability for homeless children in 
compliance with the McKinney-Vento Act. 

 
The child or youth shall continue to be enrolled in the school in which he or she is 
seeking enrollment until the complaint or appeal is fully resolved by a McKinney -Vento 
coordinator, state coordinator, through mediation or in court. 

 

 

School Placement 

The McKinney-Vento Act requires that, "local educational agencies will designate an 
appropriate staff person, who may also be a coordinator for other federal programs, as a 
local educational agency liaison for homeless children and youth.” This person has the 
following responsibilities: 

 
1. Identify homeless children and youths with assistance by school personnel and 

through coordination activities with other entities and agencies. 
2. Inform parents or guardians of educational rights and related opportunities 

available to their children, including Head Start programs (including Early Head 
Start programs), early intervention services under Part C of the IDEA, other 
preschool programs administered by the LEA, and provide them with meaningful 
opportunities to participate in the education of their children. 

3. Disseminate public notice of the educational rights of homeless students where 
children and youths receive services under the McKinney -Vento Act (such as 
schools, family shelters and food pantries). 

4. Mediate enrollment disputes in accordance with the Enrollment Dispute section. 
5. Inform the parent or guardian of a homeless child, youth and any 

unaccompanied youth, of all transportation options, including to the school of 
origin, and assist in accessing these transportation services. 
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6. Liaisons are required to ensure that unaccompanied youth are immediately 
enrolled in school pending resolution of disputes that might arise over school 
enrollment or placement. 

7. Liaisons are required to assist children and youths who do not have 
documentation of immunizations or medical records to obtain necessary 
immunizations or necessary medical documentation. 

8. Understand the guidance issued by the Pennsylvania Department of Education 
(PDE) for the education of homeless students and be ready to explain the BEC 
related to homeless education to school district staff. 

9. Get to know the best resources in their community to assist families with referrals 
for things such as shelter, counseling, food and transportation. 

10. Distribute information on the subject of homeless students and arrange staff 
development workshops and presentations for school personnel, including office 
staff. 

11. Provide standard forms and information about enrollment procedures and key 
school programs to each shelter in their district. 

12. Become familiar with the various program materials that are available from PDE. 
13. Ensure that public notice of the educational rights of homeless students is 

disseminated in locations frequented by parents and guardians of such children 
and youths, and unaccompanied youths, including schools, shelters, public 
libraries, and soup kitchen, in a manner and form understandable to the parents 
and guardians and unaccompanied youth. 

14. Liaisons must collaborate with a school district’s special education program to 
ensure that homeless children who are in need of special education and related 
services are located, identified and evaluated. This is a requirement under the 
Individual with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), which mandates that highly 
mobile children with disabilities, including homeless children, be identified and 
served. Liaisons should also ensure that homeless youths who have or may have 
disabilities have a parent or a surrogate parent to make special education or early 
intervention decisions. In the case of unaccompanied homeless youth, if a 
student is disabled or may be disabled and the youth does not have a person 
authorized to make special education decisions, the following people can be 
temporary surrogate parents: staff in emergency shelters; transitional shelters; 
independent living programs; street outreach programs; and state, local 
educational agency or child welfare agency staff involved in the education or care 
of the child. This rule applies only to unaccompanied homeless youth. 

15. Liaisons should also identify preschool-aged homeless children by working 
closely with shelters and social service agencies in their area. In addition, the 
liaison should inquire, at the time they are enrolling homeless children and 
youths in school, whether the family has preschool-aged children. 

16. Liaisons can identify unaccompanied homeless youth while respecting their 
privacy and dignity by providing specific outreach to areas where eligible 
students who are out of school may congregate. 

17. Liaisons ensure that unaccompanied youths are enrolled in school, and have 
opportunities to meet the same challenging state academic standards as the state 
establishes for other children and youths, are informed of their status as 
independent students under section 480 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 
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(HEA) (20 U.S.C 1087vv), and their right to receive verification of this status 
from the local liaison. 

 
Appropriate school placement arrangements, based on the child’s best interest, should 
be implemented through the cooperative efforts of the respective chief school 
administrators. Each case presents a unique set of circumstances and, therefore, 
requires an individualized response. In all cases, the LEA shall comply, to the extent 
feasible, with the request made by a parent or guardian regarding school selection, shall 
attempt to minimize disruptions and shall maintain the highest possible degree of 
continuity in programs for all homeless students. The choice regarding placement shall 
be made regardless of whether the child or youth lives with the homeless parents or has 
been temporarily placed elsewhere. 

 
Homelessness alone is not a reason to separate students from the mainstream school 
environment. Homeless children and youths should have access to education and other 
services that they need to ensure that they have an opportunity to meet the same 
challenging state student performance standards to which all students are held. 

 
In determining the best interest of the child or youth under McKinney-Vento Act, the 
LEA shall: 

 
I.  Continue the child’s or youth’s education in the school of origin for the duration 

of homelessness when a family becomes homeless between academic years or 
during an academic year; and for the remainder of the academic year even if the 
child or youth becomes permanently housed during an academic year; or 

II.  Enroll the child or youth in any public school that non-homeless students who 
live in the attendance area in which the child or youth is actually living are 
eligible to attend. 

 
The selected school shall immediately enroll the child or youth in school, even if the 
child or youth lacks records normally required for enrollment, such as previous 
academic records, medical records, proof of residency or other documentation. Section 
722 (g)(3)(C) (i)(II) requires that a school selected based on a homeless child’s or 
youth’s best interest must immediately enroll such child or youth even if he or she has 
missed application or enrollment deadlines during any period of homelessness. 

 
The terms "enroll" and "enrollment" are defined as attending classes and participating 
fully in school activities. The enrolling school must immediately contact the last school 
attended to obtain relevant records. 

 
In order to ensure immediate enrollment, in accordance with Section 722 (g)(6)(A)(ix), 
the LEA liaison is required to: train school enrollment staff about the legal requirement 
that homeless children and youths be immediately enrolled and provided 
transportation; review school regulations and policies to ensure that they comply with 
the McKinney-Vento Act requirements; inform families and youth, in a language they 
can understand, of their rights; develop clear, understandable and accessible written 



28  

explanations of decisions and the right to appeal; and expeditiously follow up on any 
special education or language assistance needs presented by a student. 

 

 

School/Health Records 

The educating district should immediately enroll and begin to provide instruction. The 
receiving school district may contact the district of origin for oral confirmation that the 
child has been immunized. Oral confirmation between professionals is a sufficient basis 
to verify immunization with written confirmation to follow within 30 days. The 
instructional program should begin as soon as possible after the enrollment process is 
initiated and should not be delayed until the procedure is completed. The law specifies 
that information about a homeless child’s or youth’s living situation shall be treated as a 
student education record, and shall not be deemed to be directory information. (Section 
722 (g)(3)(G)). 

 
According to federal law, "(iii) If the child or youth needs to obtain immunizations, or 
immunization or medical records, the enrolling school shall immediately refer the 
parent or guardian of the child or youth to the local educational agency liaison 
designated under paragraph (1)(J)(ii), shall assist in obtaining necessary 
immunizations, or immunization or medical records, in accordance with subparagraph 
(D)" 42 U.S.C. §11432(g)(c)(iii). 

 

 

Title I 

Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (reauthorized December 2015 by 
the Every Student Succeeds Act) mandates that funds be reserved to serve homeless 
children. Title I states, "A local educational agency shall reserve such funds as are 
necessary to provide services comparable to those provided to children in schools 
funded under this part to serve homeless children who do not attend participating 
schools, including providing educationally related support services to children in 
shelters and other locations where children may live." Under Title I, homeless children 
are eligible for services if they are attending schools served by an LEA. 

 

 

Transportation 

The state and its LEAs are required to adopt policies and practices to ensure that 
transportation is provided, at the request of the parent or guardian (or in the case of an 
unaccompanied youth, the liaison), to and from the school of origin. If the homeless 
student continues to live in the area served by the LEA, that LEA must provide or 
arrange transportation. If the homeless student moves to an area served by another 
LEA, though continuing his or her education at the school of origin, the LEA of origin 
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and the LEA in which the student is living must agree upon a method to apportion 
responsibility and costs for transportation to the school of origin. This includes students 
enrolled in public school Head Start and Early Head Start education programs. If the 
LEAs cannot agree upon such a method, the responsibility and costs must be shared 
equally. Distance, time of year, options available, the effects of a transfer, etc., should all 
be addressed. 

 
The provision of transportation to the school of origin is based on a students' status as 
homeless. The provision to remain in the school of origin during the remainder of the 
academic year is offered to provide for school stability. Local education agencies must 
continue to provide transportation to and from the school of origin to formerly homeless 
students who have become permanently housed for the remainder of the academic year 
during which the child or youth becomes permanently housed. (Section 
722(g)(3)(A)(II)). 

 

 

Fiscal Responsibilities 

Fiscal responsibilities apply to all homeless students, whether in regular or special 
education classes. 

 
The educating district should apply the following criteria when determining fiscal 
responsibility: 

 
A. The procedures outlined below will be followed in cases when the education of 

the child is provided by the district where the homeless student is temporarily 
living (doubled up, motel, shelter). The procedures shall also apply in cases when 
the district of prior attendance, where that is not the district the child attended 
when permanently housed, will educate the child. 

1. Homeless individuals not in facilities (shelters) or institutions, as well as 
homeless individuals living in hotels, motels, cars, tents, doubled-up with 
a resident family, shall be reported and reimbursed as resident students; 

2. For homeless individuals in temporary shelters, the educating school 
district will send a PDE-4605 Determination of District of Residence for 
Student in Facilities or Institutions in Accordance with Section 1306 of the 
Pennsylvania Public School Code to the presumed district of residence; 

3. If PDE-4605 is acknowledged by the resident district, the educating 
district will enter the child on its rolls as a nonresident student from the 
acknowledging resident school district. The educating district will bill the 
resident district for tuition and will report membership data according to 
PDE child accounting procedures; and 

4. If PDE-4605 is disclaimed and a school district of residence cannot be 
determined, the educating school district should submit a written request 
to PDE’s School Services Office to make a determination regarding the 
student’s “ward of the state” status. 
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B. In cases when the education of the child is provided by the district of origin, 
including preschool children, where that is the district the child attended when 
permanently housed, that district will continue to educate a homeless student  for 
the period of temporary displacement and should maintain the homeless student 
on its roll as a resident student. When a child or youth completes the final grade 
level served by the school of origin, it also includes the designated receiving 
school at the next grade level for all feeder schools. (Section 722(g)(3)(I)). 

C. In cases when the student becomes permanently housed during the academic 
year and continues in the school of origin, which is not in the district of new 
residence, the educating district will continue to educate the formerly  homeless 
student, if requested by the student’s parent or guardian, until the end of the 
academic year and should maintain the homeless student on its roll as a non- 
resident student. The educating district should advise the new district of 
residence of its financial responsibility for this student and send a tuition bill. 

 

Categorical Eligibility under the National School 

Lunch and Breakfast Programs 

Effective July 1, 2004, Section 107 of the Child Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization Act 
of 2004 amended Section 9(b) of the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act to 
make runaway, homeless and migrant children categorically eligible for free meal 
benefits under the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs. The following 
are guidelines set out by PDE for implementation of this amendment. 

 
1. Homeless, runaway or migratory children are automatically certified as eligible 

for free meal benefits and can begin receiving free meal benefits upon proper 
documentation for meals. Please note that documentation as runaway, homeless, 
or migratory can only be provided by a school district migrant education or 
homeless education staff. 

2. School district migrant education or homeless education staff are responsible for 
providing proper documentation of a child’s status to the food service directors in 
each school district. 

 

 

Dispute Resolution Process 

Pursuant to the McKinney-Vento Act, every state must develop procedures for the 
prompt resolution of disputes regarding the educational placement of homeless children 
and youths. 42 U.S.C §11432(g)(1)(C). The state must ensure that LEAs comply with 
requirements set forth in the McKinney-Vento Act including ensuring immediate 
enrollment, providing written notice to families concerning school selection, enrollment 
decisions and providing enrollment and pendency in the school of choice while a dispute 
is being resolved. 42 U.S.C §11432(g)(2)(A). 
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PDE has developed the following procedures to govern the resolution of disputes 
regarding enrollment, school selection, homeless status and complaints of non- 
compliance with legal requirements pertaining to the education for homeless children 
and youths: 

 

Level 1 – A dispute may be raised with a  LEA. 

If a dispute arises over school selection or enrollment, the child or youth involved must 
immediately be admitted to the school in which they are seeking enrollment, pending 
resolution of the dispute 42 U.S.C.§11432(g)(3)(E)(i). PDE recommends that the parent, 
guardian or unaccompanied youth who initiates the dispute contact the LEA liaison for 
individuals experiencing homelessness as soon as possible after receiving notice of the 
dispute. If the person initiating the dispute does not contact the LEA liaison directly, the 
LEA shall be responsible for contacting the LEA liaison regarding the dispute as soon as 
possible and referring the family or youth involved to the liaison. 

 
The LEA liaison shall ensure that the child or youth is immediately enrolled, explain the 
dispute resolution process to families and help them to use it 42 U.S.C. 
§11432(g)(3)(E)(iii). The LEA shall issue a written disposition of the dispute within 20 
business days after the LEA liaison is notified of the dispute. The disposition shall be 
provided to the parent, guardian or unaccompanied youth and shall explain the basis for 
the decision and advise the parent, guardian or youth of the right to appeal. 42 
U.S.C.§11432(g)(3)(E)(i). 

 
NOTE: The LEA should use and maintain copies of PDE’s “Notice of Procedural 
Safeguards” form (see attached) which ensures that all LEAs (a) inform families of the 
basis of their decision regarding enrollment or school selection; (b) notifies families of 
their right to remain in their school of choice pending resolution of the dispute and (c) 
explains the procedures for challenging the decision of the LEA. 

 

Level 2 – A complaint may be filed with a 
McKinney-Vento coordinator. 

If the parent, guardian or unaccompanied youth is dissatisfied with the LEA’s 
disposition of a dispute or would like to raise any issue of McKinney -Vento Act 
noncompliance, they may file a complaint or appeal with a McKinney-Vento site or 
regional coordinator or with the state coordinator. (See attached list which contains 
contact information for all of the McKinney-Vento coordinators in Pennsylvania). In lieu 
of filing an appeal with a McKinney-Vento coordinator, a parent, guardian or 
unaccompanied youth may elect to appeal the LEA decision directly to a court of 
competent jurisdiction. Participation in the appeal procedure is not required prior to 
taking legal action. 

 
A regional or site coordinator with whom a complaint or appeal is filed must notify the 
state coordinator immediately. Upon being notified, the state coordinator will review the 
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complaint or appeal and assign it to a site or regional coordinator for disposition. The 
coordinator to whom the appeal is assigned may contact, interview and accept 
documentation from any individual or LEA involved, and shall issue a written 
disposition within 20 business days after the complaint or appeal has been assigned. 
The disposition shall be provided to the LEA and the parent, guardian or 
unaccompanied youth involved. The child or youth shall continue to be enrolled in the 
school in which he or she is seeking enrollment until the complaint or appeal is resolved 
or until a disposition from a McKinney-Vento coordinator is received. 

 
The state coordinator may assist in the mediation of disputes directly and may also 
invite those involved to have the dispute mediated at any time in the process through 
the Dispute Resolution Program operated by the Commonwealth Office of General 
Counsel (OGC). The OGC Dispute Resolution Program is a voluntary informal process 
through which a trained mediator assists in reaching a mutually acceptable resolution. 

 
Participating in mediation is not a waiver of the right to file a lawsuit nor is participation 
in mediation required prior to taking legal action. 

 
NOTE: The parent, guardian or unaccompanied youth may file a complaint with the 
McKinney-Vento site, regional or state coordinator on the attached complaint form. 
However, the use of the attached form is not mandatory. Any dispute raised by a 
homeless family or youth concerning school enrollment or any other right under the 
McKinney-Vento Act whether received via telephone, letter or any mode of 
communication shall be treated as a complaint. 

 

 

References 

 
Purdon’s Statutes 

24 P.S. § 13-1301 
24 P.S. § 13-1302 
24 P.S. § 13-1306 

 
 

State Board of Education Regulations 

22 Pa. Code § 11.18Opens In A New Window 
 
 

Federal Regulations 

Elementary and Secondary Education Act, as reauthorized by the Every Student 
Succeeds ActMcKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance ActOpens In A New Window 

http://www.ogc.pa.gov/Services%20to%20Agencies/Mediation%20Procedures/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&amp;yr=1949&amp;sessInd=0&amp;smthLwInd=0&amp;act=14&amp;chpt=13&amp;sctn=1&amp;subsctn=0
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&amp;yr=1949&amp;sessInd=0&amp;smthLwInd=0&amp;act=14&amp;chpt=13&amp;sctn=2&amp;subsctn=0
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&amp;yr=1949&amp;sessInd=0&amp;smthLwInd=0&amp;act=14&amp;chpt=13&amp;sctn=6&amp;subsctn=0
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/1177/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/1177/text


23  

US Code 

42 U.S.C. §§11431-11435 (including section 722) Opens In A New 
Window 20 U.S.C 1087vvOpens In A New Window 

 
 

Other 

Pennsylvania Education for Homeless Children and Youth State Plan (PDF) 
U.S. Dept. of Education Guidelines – Homeless Children and Youth Programs Opens 
In A New Window 
OGC Dispute Resolution Program 
Determination of District of Residence for Students in Facilities or Institutions (PDE- 
4605) (PDF) 

 
 

Attachments 
 

Procedural Safeguards Notice of Denial of Enrollment (PDF) 
Enrollment Complaint to PA Department of Education (Word) 
Pennsylvania McKinney-Vento Coordinators (State, Regional & Site)Opens In A New 
Window 

 

 

Bureau/Office Contacts 
 

Education for Homeless Children and Youth Program 
Bureau of Curriculum, Assessment, and Instruction 
Pennsylvania Department of Education 
333 Market Street, 3rd Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17126-0333 
Phone: 717-783-6466 

 
Child Accounting questions should be referred to: 
Bureau of Budget and Fiscal Management 
Division of Subsidy Data and Administration 
Pennsylvania Department of Education 
333 Market Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17126-0333 
Phone: 717-787-5423 

 
Transportation questions should be referred to: 
Bureau of Budget and Fiscal Management 
Division of Subsidy Data and Administration 

http://www2.ed.gov/programs/homeless/legislation.html
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/homeless/legislation.html
http://codes.lp.findlaw.com/uscode/20/28/IV/E/1087vv
https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-12/Homeless%20Education/ECYEH%20State%20Plan%202013.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/homeless/legislation.html
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/homeless/legislation.html
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/homeless/legislation.html
http://www.ogc.pa.gov/Services%20to%20Agencies/Mediation%20Procedures/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/Teachers-Administrators/Child%20Accounting/Forms%20and%20Instructions/ChildAcctg%20Determination%20of%20SD%20of%20Residence%20PDE-4605.pdf
https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/Teachers-Administrators/Child%20Accounting/Forms%20and%20Instructions/ChildAcctg%20Determination%20of%20SD%20of%20Residence%20PDE-4605.pdf
https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/Codes%20and%20Regulations/Basic%20Education%20Circulars/US%20Code/Procedural%20Safeguards%20Notice%20of%20Denial%20of%20Enrollment.pdf
https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/Codes%20and%20Regulations/Basic%20Education%20Circulars/US%20Code/Enrollment%20Complaint%20to%20Pennsylvania%20Department%20of%20Education.docx
https://directory.center-school.org/homeless/contacts/display
https://directory.center-school.org/homeless/contacts/display
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Pennsylvania Department of Education 
333 Market Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17126-0333 
Phone: 717-787-3195 

 
For additional information, please contact: 
Storm Y. Camara | Pennsylvania Department of Education 
Education for Homeless Children and Youth Program 
333 Market Street, 3rd Floor | Harrisburg, PA 17126-0333 
Phone: 717.772.2066 
scamara@pa.gov 

mailto:scamara@pa.gov
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Family Resources 
 

Assistance Office (Crawford and Venango) 
Contact number (Crawford)- 814-333-3400 
Contact number (Venango)-814-437-4342 
 

Food Assistance- SNAP: If you are eligible, you will receive a debit card called an ACCESS 
Card. You can use this card to buy food at grocery stores, supermarkets and other stores that 

accept them.  
TANF: provides cash assistance to pregnant women and dependent children and their parents 
or relatives who live with and care for them.  

Health Care: Medicare, Medicaid, and CHIP: pays for health care services for 
eligible individuals. Some costs may apply depending on level of income. 

LIHEAP: helps families living on low incomes pay their heating bills in the form of a cash 
grant. Households in immediate danger of being without heat can also qualify for crisis grants.  
They have additional services that may help with employment, mental health/drug and alcohol 

counseling, child development, and several other opportunities. 

 

Associated Charities 
Contact number- (814) 827-6613 

Client Services:  

Back to School Assistance-Clothing, Sneakers, Personal Hygiene and Supplies, and Haircuts. 

Winter Assistance: Clothing, Coats and Boots.  
Holiday Assistance: Food and Gifts (Sign-ups – October 1 through November 15).  
Summer Programming for Youth.  

Work Clothing for Persons Finding Jobs. 

“The A/C” Thrift Store- Open to the Public. Free items given to Clients of the Associated 

Charities monthly. 
Food Pantry-Food Distributions: Monday, Wednesday, Friday – 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP): Qualified Senior Food Program with 

food provided by Second Harvest. Food pantries serve eastern Crawford County, northern 
Venango County and Warren County (Southwest and Eldred Twp.)               

Emergency Fuel and Utility Assistance- General Fund Assistance: in partnership with the 
United Way of the Titusville Region.  

“Member to Member”: Northwestern Rural Electric Fund.  

“Neighbor for Neighbor”: National Fuel Fund   

 

 

CATAGo – Crawford Area Transit Authority 
Contact number: (814) 336-5600, extension 5. 
CATA GO is an on-demand service allowing riders to schedule real time pickups at CATA bus 

stops in Titusville through a smart phone app or by calling CATA. Once scheduled, one of the 
new CATA GO vans arrives at the Titusville stop to pick them up, usually within 10 to 15 
minutes after a trip is scheduled. The fare for a one-way trip stays at $1.50, the same as the 
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Titusville current fixed route cost. Seniors with a transit pass and children under age 6 will ride 
free as they do with Titusville's fixed route service. CATA GO service in Titusville will run 
from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.  
 

CHAPS 
Contact number: (814) 333-2924  

Drop-In Center- A safe environment for mental health members to drop in 365 days a year for 
socialization, peer support, and empowerment. 

Journey Center Clubhouse- Based on an international clubhouse model, the Journey Center 
is a place where staff and consumers work side-by-side on projects and jobs to complete "the 
work-ordered day" in a collaborative effort to lead happy, healthy lives. 

Mobile Psychiatric Rehabilitation- MPR is a program that helps consumers in accessing out-
of-office resources and building skills needed to maintain good mental and physical health and 

to become as independent as possible. 
Certified Peer Support Program (CSP)- A one-on-one model of support and non-traditional 
therapy that helps consumers reach recovery by building on strengths and skills. 

Housing Solutions- At CHAPS, we serve individuals experiencing homelessness in Crawford 
County to help them in finding permanent housing. We also manage a number of housing 

programs including Fairweather Lodge Housing, Housing Now, Emergency Solutions 
Program, and Shelter Plus Care, among others. 
Representative Payee & Money Management- Based upon individual need, our staff helps 

clients in managing and budgeting money in a responsible way. 
Crawford County Warmline- A non-emergency, confidential peer support line for mental 
health consumers and family members. 

 

Family & Community Christian Association 

Contact Number: (814) 337-4279  
Subsidized Child Care: ELRC Services of Crawford/Mercer Counties provides financial 

support to help families with the costs for childcare. It is a non-entitlement program for 
families who are income eligible and meet the non-financial eligibility criteria. The ELRC 
administers the subsidized child day care program; Assists in the payment for childcare 

services to providers for services given; Determines family eligibility and manages the waiting 
list for subsidy; Refers suspected fraud to appropriate agencies; Works closely with the County 

Assistance Office (CAO).  
Resource and referral services are available to help participants and the public with locating 
and selecting a childcare provider that best suits their needs. Provider searches may also take 

place online at www.compass.state.pa.us/childcaresearch. 
Note:  ELRC does not guarantee nor is responsible for the quality of services delivered by the 

provider. 
 

Family Service & Children’s Aid Society 
Contact Number: (814) 677-4005 
Individual and Family Counseling- We help individuals work on the underlying issues that 

lead to problems in daily functioning. 
PPC Shelter- We supply advocacy and supportive services to individuals who have been 

affected by domestic and sexual violence and other serious crimes. 

tel:8143332924
https://chapsinc.org/what-we-do/programs-services/drop-in-center.html
https://chapsinc.org/what-we-do/programs-services/journey-center.html
https://chapsinc.org/what-we-do/programs-services/mobile-psych-rehab.html
https://chapsinc.org/what-we-do/programs-services/certified-peer-support.html
https://chapsinc.org/what-we-do/programs-services/housing-solutions.html
https://chapsinc.org/what-we-do/programs-services/representative-payee.html
https://chapsinc.org/what-we-do/programs-services/warm-line.html
http://www.compass.state.pa.us/childcaresearch.
https://www.google.com/search?gs_ssp=eJwNxlEOgjAMAND4q5foj_GTujE3OIK3aNoOa-YgjBi4vb6vd750U3ff3o6rTHgar7in5L3DgDn1IQ8PGXGnQF7VSYzMMQ39M2T6WDmg6fo1VqAqwC8rsmq9NSATaDObbgfMVoDtn4V-vnIiTQ&q=family+service+and+children%27s+aid+society+oil+city+pa&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1020US1020&oq=fami&aqs=chrome.2.69i57j69i59j46i39i175i199i650j46i20i175i199i263i512j0i512j69i61j69i60l2.23436j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
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Drug and Alcohol Treatment- We are licensed by the PA Department of Drug & Alcohol 
Programs to supply outpatient and intensive outpatient drug and alcohol treatment services. 
Youth Connections- We make meaningful, monitored matches between adult volunteers 

(Mentors) and youth (Mentees) ages 6-18 throughout Venango, Forest, Clarion, and Eastern 
Crawford Counties. 

Fatherhood Initiative- We improve the lives of children by increasing the number of children 
growing up with involved, responsible, and dedicated fathers. 
In Home Family Based Services- We are licensed by the PA Department of Human Services 

to provide comprehensive family therapy services to strengthen family functioning and avoid 
the need for out-of-home placement. 

School Based Programs- We are licensed by the PA Department of Human Services to 
provide Intensive Behavioral Health Services to identified students within the Oil City Area 
School District. 

Home and Community Services- We support individuals in developing, enhancing, or 
maintaining independent living skills. 

 

Gibson’s Brighter Future  
Contact Number: (814) 775-0218 
A fee-based, school readiness program for children newborn to fifth grade.  
 

Love, INC 
Contact Number:  (814) 827-4882 

Weekend Backpack Ministry- Weekend food provided for those children referred through 
Titusville Area School District and registered through our call center. 

Just 4 Kicks- New sneakers are provided for school age children that are referred to us 
through the Titusville Area School District or anyone in need within our service areas that are 
school age. 

Warm and Cozy- A blessing bag issued to nursing homes, assisted living facilities, hospices, 
and home health agencies. 

Bedtime Blessings- A linen ministry for those receiving beds through our Completing Homes 
Furniture Ministry. 
Completing Homes- A furniture ministry for those without and those experiencing fire and/or 

weather-related emergencies. 
Transportation- For those not qualified via CATA Bus or Medical transportation to manage 

medical appointments in and out of town. 
Bare Necessities- Providing personal care pantry items to children and adults. 
Garden of Hope- Cancer Support Group monthly meeting on the 3rd Thursday of each month 

 

Medical Transportation 
Contact number: (814)333-7090 
Our Medical Assistance Transportation Program at Meadville Medical Center (MMC) in 

Crawford County, PA is designed to meet that need and ensure that you have access to medical 
care. If you have an Access Card and need a ride, we are here to help. Rides are available for 
medical appointments in Crawford, Erie, Venango, Warren, and Mercer Counties. Mileage 

reimbursement is available if you have access to a vehicle, or we can provide a ride for you 
with advance notice. Services are funded through the Pennsylvania Department of Human 

https://www.google.com/search?q=gibsons+brighter+futures&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1020US1020&oq=&aqs=chrome.2.0i271j46i199i433i465i512j69i59j46i433i512j0i512j46i199i433i465i512j0i433i512l2j46i512j0i512.2696j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=love+inc+titusville+pa&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1020US1020&sxsrf=AB5stBi9J672856pSwakYFhTb9PJ9XbXiw%3A1688567756937&ei=zH-lZIDiOIOaptQP2M2IuA4&gs_ssp=eJzj4tZP1zcsSUkxrSirMGC0UjWosLAwNko2NrawNEhMSrFItbQyqDA2T000Mk02tLAwNE4ysDDwEsvJL0tVyMxLVijJLCktLsvMyUlVKEgEAEbPFwg&oq=Lo&gs_lcp=Cgxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAQARgAMg0ILhCvARDHARCKBRAnMgcIIxCKBRAnMgcIABCKBRBDMgcIABCKBRBDMhMILhCKBRCxAxCDARDHARDRAxBDMgcIABCKBRBDMg4ILhCKBRDHARCvARCRAjINCAAQigUQsQMQgwEQQzINCC4QigUQxwEQrwEQQzIOCC4QgAQQsQMQxwEQ0QMyGQguEK8BEMcBEIoFEJcFENwEEN4EEOAEGAE6CAgAEIAEELADOhEILhCABBCxAxCDARDHARDRAzoICC4QgAQQsQM6CwgAEIAEELEDEIMBSgQIQRgBUM0JWMcMYIsYaANwAHgAgAHeAYgBxgKSAQUwLjEuMZgBAKABAcABAcgBAdoBBggBEAEYFA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
tel:814-333-7090
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Services under the auspices of Crawford County Human Services. 

 

Mustard Seed 
Contact number: (814) 437-1982 

Will assist families within Venango County with housing repairs and car repairs.  May need a 
referral from Assistance Office 
 

New Life Center 
Contact Number: 814-670-9914 

Life Coaching: Parenting: Helping moms, dads, or moms and dads with the daunting task of 
raising children with practical advice.  

Grief: Gently guiding you through the pain of loss.  
Relationship: Supporting individuals and couples with best practices in communication and 
conflict resolution skills to increase intimacy and harmony with the people that matter most to 

you.  
Financial: Helping you reach your financial goals by teaching money management skills, such 

as how to build savings or pay down debt using simple methods. 
Child Resources:  We offer clothing for newborns-12 months, maternity clothing, nursing and 
baby supplies.  If you need something that we do not have, we will reach out to our network to 

try to find it for you!  

Regional Counseling 
Contact number/Referral Source: (814) 676-5614 or referred by guidance office. 
Psychiatric Services – Psychiatric Evaluations and Medication Management 

Outpatient Therapy – Individual, Family, Group, Couples 
Intensive Outpatient Therapy (IOP) – 18+ 
Transitions Program – Mental Health Therapy / Case Management. Ages 18-26 

Child and Adolescent Partial Hospitalization Program – Ages 8-17 
Mobile Psychiatric Rehabilitation – Ages 18+ 

Parent Child Interaction Therapy (PCIT) – Ages 2-7 
Mobile Nursing – Ages 18+ 
Representative Payee Services 

School Based Therapy – Oil City, Franklin, Titusville, Valley Grove, Cranberry 
LGBTQ+ Community – Individual and Group Therapy 

EMDR Therapy – Eye Movement Desensitization Reprocessing  
Clozaril Clinic 

Hoarding Program – Therapy, Skills, Support, Limited Clean Out 

 

Salvation Army  
Contact number: (814) 827-0386 
This agency assists with rent/utility assistance (shut off notices) and Christmas assistance. 

 

Tfree Kidz Center 
Contact Number: (814) 827-3932 
To serve our community by providing quality, reliable, affordable day care and to see children 
and families learn to love the Lord through the day care center and church. Age groups infant 

https://www.google.com/search?q=mustard+seed+oil+city+pa&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1020US1020&oq=mustard+see&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j35i39i650j46i131i433i512j0i131i433i650j0i131i433i512j0i512j0i131i433i650l2j0i512j0i131i433i512.3731j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
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through preschool. 
 

Titusville Area Food Bank 
Contact Number: (814) 827-2378 
Area food bank that offers monthly food boxes for families in need. Provide extra support 

during the holiday season. 
 

Titusville Housing Authority 
Contact number: (814) 827-7676 

Family Units- low-income housing, utilities included, stove and refrigerator included with 
washer/dryer hookups, and off-street parking. Security Deposit equal to one month's rent. 
Central Towers- income based housing for elderly, disabled, and nearly elderly (50+), all 

utilities included in rent, stove and refrigerator included, reduced rate on cable, maintenance 
free, secured entry, off-street parking, and on-site laundry facility.  Security Deposit equal to 

one month's rent. 
Billie Brown Building- income based housing for elderly (62+ unless handicapped or 
disabled), utilities included in rent, air conditioning, stove and refrigerator included, 

maintenance free, reduced rate on cable, security, and on-site laundry facility. Security Deposit 
equal to one month's rent. 

Section 8 Housing- preference goes to residents in Crawford, Erie, Venango, Mercer, or 
Forrest counties. Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program is safe, affordable housing for 
low-income families. Voucher holders select a unit from the private rental market. Rental 

assistance from THA makes the housing affordable. Program participants normally pay no 
more than 30% of monthly adjusted income towards rent and utilities. HUD approved- THA 

inspects the housing 
unit to be sure it meets standards set by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development for decent, safe, and sanitary housing. 

 

Titusville Regional Literary Counsel 
Contact number: (814) 827-0543 
Adult Literacy- Can work to improve basic skills like reading, writing, grammar, math, and 

vocabulary. They can prepare students for GED, ASVAB, CNA or LPN, the Driver’s Permit 
test or even remedial college courses. Instruction is offered in small classes, groups, or pairs. 
Students can collaborate one-on-one with a trained volunteer tutor at a comfortable pace for 

themselves.  
Family Literacy- is broken into three parts: adult learning, parenting and Parent and Child 

Together Time (PACT). Adult learning is when the parents have a chance to improve their 
skills or study for a GED while their children are with a childcare provider in the next room. 
Parenting is for parents to come together with the Family Literacy Instructor to discuss and/or 

learn more about any issues they might like to know more about or concerns they might have 
involved parenting. These issues might include topics like nutrition, health, addictions, abuse, 

bullying, and more. PACT is when the parents and children play, do crafts, or read together. 
This is a time for parent/child interaction and bonding while modeling and teaching positive 
skills in a safe and relaxing environment. 

GED/High School Diploma- GED/Diploma classes give adult learners the unique opportunity 
to earn an actual high school diploma if they did not get to finish school the first time. The 

https://www.google.com/search?q=food+bank+titusville+pa&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1020US1020&oq=food+bank+titu&aqs=chrome.0.0i355i512j46i175i199i512j69i57j0i22i30l2.4049j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=titusville+housing+authority&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1020US1020&oq=Titusville+hou&aqs=chrome.0.35i39i650j46i175i199i512j69i64j69i57j0i512l3j46i20i175i199i263i512.4209j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
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student has a choice to be awarded a high school diploma from Titusville Area School District, 
Forest Area School District, or PENNCREST School District. 
Welcome Baby Baskets- If you are pregnant and live in Titusville you are eligible to receive a 

Welcome Baby Basket as soon as your baby arrives. Each basket is filled with items that will 
help your transition home, as well as information on child development and ways to help your 

child grow and learn. 
 

United Way 
Contact number- (814) 827-1322 

This agency helps with accessing quality, affordable childcare, and early learning 

opportunities. They reduce youth risk factors through parenting education, after-school, 
mentoring and anti-bullying programs.  

The THS Student United Way (SUW)- is a student driven volunteer and community service 
organization open to all students in grades 9-12. SUW members meet throughout the year and 
select volunteer opportunities and projects to address needs that they identify within the school 

and the Titusville Community. 
Volkstadt Memorial Scholarship Award- the scholarships and volunteerism recognition 

award up to $1,000 annually to students located within the Titusville Area School District.  
Stuff the bus- is a program designed to allow caring individuals to donate school items to be 
given to students in need of a helping hand in getting ready for the start of the new school year. 

They are increasing health education and preventative care, focusing on violence, obesity, 
tobacco use, diabetes, asthma, and drugs. 

FamilyWize Prescription Price Comparison Tool- free prescription discount card program 
to help everyone in our community. 
United Way of the Titusville Region provides in-take and case management for emergency 

monetary crises. This agency supports basic needs while increasing financia l education and 
self-sufficiency. They also help hardworking families obtain job training and family sustaining 

wages. They reduce family reliance on debt while increasing assets. 
Property Tax/Rent Rebate and helping file your taxes- This agency provides both these 
wonderful services. 

 

WIC 
Contact Number- 814-333-7080 
The WIC program aims to safeguard the health of low-income women, infants, and children up 

to age 5 who are at nutrition risk by providing nutritious foods to supplement diets, information 
on healthy eating, and referrals to health care. 
 

Weatherization 
Contact Number: (814) 425-1872 

On-site energy audits are conducted to assess conditions in homes and to identify the most 
cost-effective energy saving measures to be installed. Weatherization services include but are 

not limited to: 

• Blower door guided air sealing to effectively locate and reduce air-leakage throughout 

the home. 
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• Installation of attic, wall, basement and crawlspace insulation and ventilation to reduce 
energy loss. 

• Heating system modification or replacement to increase the efficiency and/or safety of 
the heating system. 

• Minor repairs, and/or health and safety measures are provided (when necessary) to 
allow the safe and effective installation of the weatherization measures. 

• Client education on the proper use and maintenance of the installed Weatherization 

measures and ways to reduce energy waste every day. 

 

Women’s Services, Inc 
Contact number: (814) 775-0445 
24-hour hotline: (814) 333-9766 
Shelter- Offers temporary shelter to women and their dependent children who need housing 

because of domestic violence or other crises such as homelessness or unsuitable living 
conditions. 

Counseling- Supportive counseling services to adult and child victims/survivors of 
domestic/sexual violence. Services include individual and group supportive counseling, 24-
hour hotline, crisis intervention and accompaniment to medical, police or court proceedings. 

They also help clients seek legal relief.  
Advocacy- Aids and support as clients go through the medical, criminal and or civil legal 

system. Advocates are available to respond to hospitals. They provide information about 
various medical and legal procedures and help assess the client’s future needs. 
Medical Advocacy Project (MAP)- to provide training for health care providers to improve 

their response to domestic violence victims seeking medical treatment. They also provide 
companies and organizations with drafting and implementing workplace domestic violence 

policies and procedures. 
Education and Outreach- Educates adults and children in the community about the dynamics 
of abuse and interpersonal violence with emphasis on personal safety. They go within schools, 

professional organizations, and other community groups. School based awareness programs are 
designed to reduce abuse through the education of school age children, their parents, and 
teachers about the incidence of child abuse as well as strategies to combat it. 

Crawford Clean Slate- Helping to improve access to employment and safe housing. Helps to 
seal or expunge criminal records as provided by PA law, and when relevant, to apply for 

pardons. 
 

YMCA 
Contact number-  (814) 775-0357 
The Y is a cause-driven organization that is for youth development, for healthy living and for 

social responsibility.  

Tiny Footsteps - A fee-based, Pre-K readiness program for children ages 3 through 5 offered 

at the Education Center. Children receive breakfast, lunch, and a mid-afternoon snack through 
the Child and Adult Care Food Program. 
21st Century Community Learning Center- After school and summer program open for all 

https://www.google.com/search?q=ymca+education+center+titusville+pa&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1020US1020&sxsrf=AB5stBinSJ2ShtabtkIJtXPDW7YtkJJgug%3A1688567395367&ei=Y36lZNGHFqvA0PEPiuKFqAM&oq=ymca+education+titusville+pa&gs_lcp=Cgxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAQARgAMgYIABAHEB4yAggmMggIABCKBRCGAzoKCAAQRxDWBBCwAzoQCC4QigUQxwEQrwEQsAMQQzoHCCMQsAIQJzoNCC4QDRCABBDHARCvAToGCAAQHhANOggIABAIEB4QDTobCC4QDRCABBDHARCvARCXBRDcBBDeBBDgBBgBSgQIQRgAUNUFWOYTYOAdaAFwAXgAgAF2iAGjB5IBAzcuM5gBAKABAcABAcgBCdoBBggBEAEYFA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
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youth in kindergarten through sixth grade. 
Information regarding all YMCA programs and enrollment forms to the Tiny Footsteps 
program and 21st CCLC programs can be found on our website www.titusvilleymca.org. 

Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP)- Children in the Tiny Footsteps program is 
served a hot breakfast and lunch as well as an afternoon snack each day that the program is in 

session. Participants in the afterschool program are served a hot dinner Monday through Friday 
from 3:00 to 4:00 PM during the school year each day that school/programming is in session. 4  

Summer Food Service Program (SFSP)- During the summer program (early June through 

late August) breakfast is served Monday through Friday from 8:00 AM to 9:00 AM and lunch 
is served Monday through Friday from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM. These meals are provided free 

of charge at the YMCA Education Center to any child up to age 18 in the community. 
Wellness Center- The gym provides many programs and group exercises for all ages. 
 

YWCA/St James House 
Contact number- (814) 827-2746 

YWCA Fun Factory- is a preschool program for children aged 3-5. 
St James House-is an emergency shelter for women and children who are homeless. Eligible 

individuals and families can stay at St. James House for up to 90 days, giving them an 
opportunity to find transitional or permanent housing, jobs, childcare, and other support 
services.  

YWCA- This agency helps with housing needs such as security deposits. This agency also has 
a dinner/party meeting room rental, a gym with a fun house rental, and Fitness Room which is 

available for use by any female member during regular business hours. They also supply 
educational and recreational activities/ events for the community. 

http://www.titusvilleymca.org/
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Lodging in Titusville and Oil Region 
 

 
 
St. James House Shelter 
212 N. Franklin St 
Titusville, PA  16354 
814-827-2746 
 
Quality Inn 
511 W Central Ave 
Titusville, PA  16354 
814-827-0041 
 
Caboose Motel 
407 S Perry St 
Titusville, PA  16354 
814-827-5730 
 
 
Turtle Bay Lodge 
472 President Village Rd 
Tionesta, PA 16353 
814-677-8785 
 
 
Mid-Town Motel Suite 
201 Elm St 
Tionesta, PA  16353 
814-755-3576 
 
Holiday Inn Express & Suites 
225 Singh Dr 
Cranberry, PA 16319 
814-677-2640 
 
 
Knights Inn 
847 Allegheny Blvd 
Franklin, PA  16323 
814-432-2101 
 
Days Inn by Wyndham 
1 Seneca St 
Oil City, PA  16301 
814-677-1221 


